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ROBERT “BONO” BONSON — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.10 pm]: I rise this morning to 
acknowledge and pay tribute to Robert “Bono” Bonson, who passed away on 8 November 2017 at the age of 
76 years. Bono was a man of true integrity. Born in Darwin, he quickly developed a strong sense of social justice. 
From an early age, Bono was vocal in his opposition to all forms of racism, and was soon known and admired as 
a renegade—someone who would always challenge the status quo. 

Bono moved to Western Australia and after completing additional studies, he joined the Aboriginal Legal Service 
of Western Australia in 1986. Bono would dedicate over one-third of his life to the Aboriginal Legal Service 
assisting a wide range of Aboriginal families to manage the court and justice system. Bono’s first tenure at 
ALSWA, from 1986 to 2001, included acting in the chief executive officer role from 1989 to 1990. His second 
tenure at ALSWA, from 2005 to 2015, was largely focused on representing and assisting families through the 
Children’s Court. 

Bono was passionate about diverting young Aboriginal people away from contact with the justice system. As he 
had done all his life, Bono regularly challenged the status quo and was a strong advocate for diversionary 
programs. As a respected and committed court officer, Bono liked to tell the human side of the story to help provide 
the court with a more comprehensive context to his cases. Bono was a strong and positive mentor, both for those 
he represented and for those aspiring officers working at ALSWA. Today many individuals and families are 
extremely grateful for the work Bono tirelessly undertook each day. It is clearly evident that he made a long, lasting 
and positive impact. 

Bono retired in late 2015, aged 75 years, after almost 26 years of service at ALSWA. He was an honest and 
dedicated man, trusted by families, respected by magistrates and loved by all. My thoughts are with his family and 
friends at this difficult time. Mr Speaker, as a man who also worked at ALSWA as a court officer at the same time 
as my father, I know he will be missed by many. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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